
A Christian Support Group Series – Learning Guide #43 

 

LAST MINUTE INSTRUCTIONS – Spiritual Gifts 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Home:  http://christiansupportgroup.wordpress.com                                                                            Page 1 of 4 

Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

 2 Peter 3:10-15 ______________________________________________________  

 

 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 _________________________________________________  

  For many years God has been preparing for the end of this sin-racked world. 

The climax is just ahead of us now; few know how soon it could be. But to 

meet the issue and emergencies of that great event, God has been directing 

people out of every walk of life to unite into a group of loving Christians who 

can do quickly a work for earth’s multitudes that must be done before the end 

arrives. What part can you have in this group?  What is important in 

preparation? What are God’s last minute instructions and provisions? Let’s 

find out.  

 

Called to Eternal Life:  

 

 1 Timothy 6:12 ______________________________________________________ 

  (1 John 3:1-3)  

 

 Hebrews 11:8 _______________________________________________________  

  God has called us to eternal life with Him, called us His own sons and 

daughters, called us into union with Christ. But like Abraham we must lay hold 

on the gift by living faith and step out with God to obey His leading regardless 

of cost or inconvenience. Only by thus showing our love and devotion to Him 

are we safely on His side. And it will work out for our enrichment in the end.  

 

 Acts 2:38-47 ________________________________________________________ 

  As it was in the early Church so it is God’s purpose for His called-out ones 

today. God wants to bring you and me into active church life within the body 

of Christ. There we can be surrounded with Him and grow up into Him. And in 

this way we can be saved from the corrupting influences of our world.  

 

  So the Church is not a showcase for sinless saints but a supportive fellowship 

to help needy sinners live more and more for Christ and others; less and less 

for self. Church is to lead us out of ourselves and more fully into Christ 

through His Word, through prayer, friendship and outreach to others with the 

gospel.  

 

Spiritual Gifts and Your Ministry:  

 

 Romans 12:5-10 _____________________________________________________ 

  (1 Corinthians 12:4-31; Eph. 4:7-16)  

  God’s second purpose for us in church is to develop us into channels so He can 

use us in building others up. For this reason He imparts to us spiritual fruit 

(Galatians 5:22-23) and then entrusts us with spiritual gifts. These gifts are 
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special talents or abilities that the Holy Spirit brings to those in His Church 

who are maturing in the fruit of the Spirit. The gifts are not for self but are 

given to us so we can minister to others.  

 

Guidelines to Ministry in the Church:  

 

 1 Corinthians 12:15,16 ________________________________________________ 

  Function as you are, with what you have, not as you would prefer to be or 

have. Use the gifts that God gives you to uplift others. Then He may entrust 

you with other gifts.  

 

 1 Corinthians 12:17-20, 29 _____________________________________________ 

  Always leave room for others to function in the body. Do not try to do 

everything and be everything yourself. Lead out in the place God gives you, 

but also be willing to be led by others. Give but also be willing to receive and 

be ministered unto.  

 

 1 Corinthians 12:21-23 ________________________________________________  

  Never seek to do without a member of the body of Christ. In order to be all that 

God wants us to be we need each member. We cannot go it alone. Discover 

instead, how much you can learn from the member that you don’t readily take 

to or understand. Let them minister to you.  

 

 1 Corinthians 12:24-27 ________________________________________________  

 Shun division, disunity or disharmony of any kind. Consider the opinions of 

others and the counsels of God always superior to your own ideas and 

opinions. Remember the humility and patience of Jesus who valued sinful 

people so much that He gave up all He had, even life, to love them into 

salvation (Philippians 2:2-9).  

 

The Gift of Prophecy in the Church: 

 

 Revelation 12:1-6,17 _________________________________________________ 

  (Jeremiah 6:2; 2 Corinthians 11:2)  

  Here God’s early church was symbolized by a woman, beautiful and upright, 

from whom came the Savior of the world. But then His faithful believers were 

forced to flee into seclusion for several hundred years to escape persecution 

from Satan through Rome (vs. 13-16). Though the battle died down in time, it 

was predicted that later on in history, Satan’s warfare would be renewed 

against the last remaining portion of true believers in Christ. This final group 

of Christians would be like their ancestors from the New Testament era in that 

they too would be keeping the Commandments of God and having the 

Testimony of Jesus Christ.  
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 Revelation 19:10  ____________________________________________________ 

  (Revelation 22:9)  

  God’s true Church today will have the genuine revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

And it is through the Holy Spirit that Jesus gives special instructions to His 

people. The Holy Spirit conveys the messages to the Church through giving the 

gift of prophecy to a member in the body. A loyal and devout man or woman is 

inspired by the Holy Spirit to speak certain things from Jesus that will prepare, 

purify, build up and equip His people to meet the cataclysmic  closing 

moments of earth’s civilization. (See Acts 5:32; 2 Peter 1:19-21; Ephesians  

4:11-13; and 1 Corinthians 1:4-8).  

 

  The gift of prophecy also appears in the context of the second coming of Jesus 

in 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21; compare with the chapters 4 and 5, and also in 

Matthew 24:11,24 where Jesus Himself indicates that false prophets would 

exist in the last days. This implies the existence of the true gift.  

 

  Having a true prophet through whom would come the testimony of Jesus 

Christ could be considered a fifth identifying mark of the true body of Christ, 

God’s last-day Church. To the Seventh-day Adventist Church God has indeed 

spoken through the gift of prophecy. From the very beginning of the movement 

that would bring into existence this church God has confirmed His care for it 

by speaking to the members His special instructions through a prophet. 

  

  Ellen Harmon was a fervent, young Christian of 17 years in 1844, when she 

was picked out and directed by God in visions to become His prophetic 

messenger to His last-day movement.  Although not expected to live beyond 

her twenties because of very poor health, she lived a full and very useful life 

until 88 years of age, when she passed to her rest in 1915.  

 

  Under inspiration from the Holy Spirit, Ellen White (her married name) wrote 

and “published more books and in more languages, which circulate to a greater 

extent than the written works of any woman of history” (George Wharton 

James, a non-Adventist writer, commenting in his book, California: Romantic 

and Beautiful,  pp. 319-320, 1914).  

 

  At the present time there are more than 50 volumes available from her pen: 

God’s direct guidance, instruction, inspiration and counsel to His church. You 

will appreciate the deep spiritual insights given to her on the many themes and 

characters of the Bible and her reliable prophetic insights into the future. You 

will find that Ellen White has written with authority and amazing wisdom on 

most aspects of the Christian life. She has written volumes of comment on the 

Bible; books on healthful living, Christian education, medical work, 

homemaking, child-rearing, Christian witnessing, marriage, finance, 

administration, journalism, prophecy, etc., and in not one word does she 

contradict or over-ride the Word of God. These prove to be books of enduring 

value and worth, to all who read them.  
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  This greatest of all spiritual gifts provides just more conclusive proof that by 

the Scriptures, the Seventh-day Adventist Church is God’s fold, the body of 

Christ for the 21st century. By the sacrifice of His own life Jesus has reserved 

for you a place and a ministry in this phenomenal, worldwide movement that 

He is leading. Is there any other place you would rather be?  

 

 Hebrews 10:19-26  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 These links below will take you to a sample of Ellen White's writings in three different 

formats. 

 

 http://www.whiteestate.org/books/sc/sc.asp  

 

 http://steps-to-christ.org/  

 

 http://www.truthfortheendtime.com/SOPText/PDF/steps.pdf  

 

 

http://www.whiteestate.org/books/sc/sc.asp
http://steps-to-christ.org/
http://www.truthfortheendtime.com/SOPText/PDF/steps.pdf

