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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

   1 Peter 2:5-10 _______________________________________________________ 

 

 Ephesians 2:10,l3,19-22  ______________________________________________  

    (Ephesians 5:1,2, and 25)  

  Church is not a building but a community, a fellowship of believers in Christ. 

Christ Jesus has died for us. His blood has made us near to God. And for those 

who live, not trusting in themselves but trusting alone in the merits of Christ as 

their Savior, for these God does a special work; He draws them into unity with 

Himself and with one another for the purpose of revealing Him to the world in 

doing good for others. God calls us “living stones” in His house, holy priests, a 

chosen generation, royalty, a holy nation, a peculiar (not odd but purchased or 

distinctive) people of God. We are His holy temple; His church (1 Timothy 

3:14,15). What a privilege for the believer! What a high calling and destiny! 

Church is God, you, and me together with others who have answered this call 

(Matthew 18:20).  

 

 Romans 6:22 ________________________________________________________ 

    (1 Thessalonians 2:11-14)  

  When God delivers us from sin, death and the Devil, we in gratitude can only 

become His servants and followers. His good Word of salvation works in us to 

bear fruit and lead us into Church life. Only in such a life can we find security, 

contentment, help and encouragement in the fullest way.  

 

The Church of God in the Old Testament - Literal Israel:  

 

 Exodus 19:3-6  ______________________________________________________ 

    (Deuteronomy 7:6-9) 

 

 Acts 7:38  __________________________________________________________ 

  The Jewish or Hebrew nation formed at Mount Sinai was God’s first organized 

Church. He intended for them to show His praises and works to all the world.  

But they fell away from their spiritual dependence upon God, rejected their 

Savior and He could not use them any longer. In the time of Christ, plans were 

being laid for the setting up of a whole new Church body (Matthew 21:33-45; 

23:34-38; and Acts 13:45-47). 

 

The Church of God in the New Testament - Spiritual Israel:  

 

 Matthew 16:16-18 ___________________________________________________  

    (Matthew l8:15-20) 

  Peter’s confession of belief, identifying Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ, the 

Messiah, the Savior of the World, the Son of God, was the mighty immovable 

foundation upon which Christ would build His new Church. In further 
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instruction about church discipline, Jesus indicated that it would be a specific 

body of believers – at least two or three gathered together in His name.  

 

 Romans 2:28,29  _____________________________________________________  

    (Romans 9:6-8)  

 

 Galatians 3:7-9 and  27-29 _____________________________________________  

  The genuine believers in Jesus Christ, depending upon the righteousness of 

Christ, born again by faith like Abraham, are referred to as God’s Israel or 

God’s Jews today. They are His Church today (James 1:1). Incidentally, there 

are at least 110 direct references in the New Testament to the existence of this 

God-built community. To list just a few: Acts 12:1,5; 15:25,26,41; Romans 

16:1-5, and verse 16; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 16:19; 2 Corinthians 8:1,23,24; 

Galatians 1:2; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 4:15,16; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 

Revelation 1:4,11  

 

We Are His Body:  

 

 Ephesians 1:20-23  ___________________________________________________ 

    (Ephesians 5:29,30)  

 

 Romans 12:4,5 ______________________________________________________ 

    (1 Corinthians 12:12,13,27)  

  Accepting the good news about Christ and putting faith and hope in Him as our 

Savior and Lord, we become specially united to Him, a member of His body. 

Notice also that God’s Word says that there is only one body or one 

community of believers in Him.  

 

 Ephesians 4:4-6 _____________________________________________________  

    (Ephesians 4:11-15; John 10:14,16,26-27)  

  All the evidence of God’s Word guides us to the unmistakable conclusion that 

God’s church is one organization not many; one fold, one body, into which He 

seeks to bring all who accept Christ as Savior and Lord over them (Acts 10). 

Even in New Testament times there were other religions and groups claiming 

to be of God. But there was only the one true Christian Church (Acts 5:36,37; 

8:1,5-12; 13:6-8; 14:8-18; 17:17,18; 19:26-35.)  

 

  The New Testament Church composed of its many congregations in the 

various cities and parts of the world had its headquarters at that time in 

Jerusalem. There, leading believers decided controversies and issued 

statements of policy on church relationships (Acts 15:1-6,14,15-31).  

 

  This Church, made up of the believers and followers of Jesus, has continued 

ever since, sometimes weak, sometimes small and obscure yet always being 

led by God into greater understanding, and a more complete faith, as history 

advances to its close.  
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God’s Church in the 20th Century:  
 

  It will be no different from God’s pattern for church in the past.  

 

 Matthew 7:13,14,21-23 _______________________________________________ 

  God’s pattern is one body with many members, one fold, not many folds or 

denominations as we call them today.  God does have sheep outside this one 

fold; and in His own way and time, He will lead them into His church of the 

believing who do His will and live obedient lives for His honor.  

 

 Revelation 14:12  ____________________________________________________  

  Here is a brief picture of God’s fold, His people in the last days of earth’s long 

history. How do we know it is a picture of now?  Verses 14-20 immediately 

following verse 12 are about the second coming of Christ and the climatic end 

of civilization. We are living now at a time immediately before this great 

event.  You may want to review the studies "Last Day Omens," and "I Will 

Come Again." 

 

 God’s fold is today the same as the New Testament Church. It is a special 

group of believers with four distinctive traits:  

 

  1) They are Bible-grounded Christians; patient, enduring, persevering in 

Christ.  

 

  2) They keep the Commandments of God, not 80% or 90% of them but all of 

them. Therefore, they are a community of believers who observe and 

cherish God’s fourth Commandment. They keep the seventh-day Sabbath 

(Saturday) that God says, “Remember”.  

 

  3) They keep on always trusting in Jesus for their salvation, using the gift of 

His faith that has been given to them; a “faith that works by love” and 

purifies the soul (Romans 12:3; Galatians 5:6; and 2:16).  

 

  4) Revelation 14:6-9. They have united together in response to these special 

messages from God to be given worldwide in the last days to call out a 

people for salvation when Jesus comes. The messages proclaim the 

everlasting Good News, turning people away from themselves, the worship 

of man, his institutions and inventions. The gospel calls us only to worship 

God, our Creator and Savior in this time of Judgment.  

 

  Out of hundreds, there is only one worldwide group today that meets the four 

specifications of prophecy listed above in Revelation 14. That community of 

believers is composed of people from all denominations, a truly cosmopolitan 

church; there are former Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Roman Catholics, 

Jews, Lutherans, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.  These have answered 



A Christian Support Group Series – Learning Guide #42 

 

WHAT IS CHURCH? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Home:  http://christiansupportgroup.wordpress.com                                                                            Page 4 of 4 

God’s call to forsake man’s ways and works and to unite together in Christ in 

the full light of His truth for these last days. They call themselves Seventh-day 

Adventists, indicating their faith and rest in Christ (symbolized by their 

observing His seventh-day Sabbath) and indicating their hope of His return 

(Adventists).  

 

 Hebrews 10:35-39  ___________________________________________________ 

 


