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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

    provided. 

 

Our First Duty: 

 

 Since all Scripture is given by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,  it follows that only 

the Holy Spirit can give the right understanding or interpretation .  It was Martin 

Luther who said, “We cannot attain to the understanding of Scripture either by study 

or the intellect.  Your first duty is to begin by prayer.  Entreat the Lord to grant you, of 

His great mercy, the true understanding of His word.” (as cited in History of the 

Reformation, by J. H. Merle D'Aubigne, Book 3, chapter 7) 

 

Scripture: Its' Own Interpreter: 

 

 The principle that Scripture is its own interpreter will include the following: 

 

 1) The New Testament interprets the Old;  

 2) The sanctuary imagery of the Old Testament is the setting for understanding the 

New Testament;  

 3) An incidental passage will be interpreted by a systematic treatment of the subject;  

 4) And, the symbolic will be understood by a passage that is fitted to teach.   

 

 It is always safe to use Jesus' method of giving a Bible study.   He chose a topic – that 

the Christ would suffer before He entered into His glory.  He then showed the teaching 

of all Scripture on this one point (Luke 24:25-27). 

 

Four Essential Principles:  

 

 These four principles of understanding Old Testament prophecies are essential to 

avoid speculation and misunderstanding. 

 

  1) Examine the prophecy in its context. 

  2) What conditions are attached? 

  3) Were these conditions fulfilled? 

  4) What application does a later inspired prophet make of the same prophecy?  

(i.e., a New Testament writer such as Paul.) 

 

What About Dispensationalism? 

 

 The Scriptures show there are three dispensations of God’s dealings with mankind, not 

seven as some hold to:  

 

 1) The patriarchal dispensation;  

 2) The Israel/earthly sanctuary dispensation; 

 3) The church/heavenly sanctuary dispensation.   
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 2 Corinthians 1:20  ___________________________________________________ 

  All the prophecies and promises of God belong to us in this dispensation. 

 

 Galatians 6:16 _______________________________________________________ 

   (Romans 2:28-29; Galatians 3:26-29; 1 Peter 2:9-10; Exodus 19:6) 

  The Church is now the “Israel of God,” a "holy nation;" and as Scripture also 

shows - "Spiritual Israel."  With these thoughts in mind, the Scripture is full of 

treasure for the "Israel of God" today. 

 

Recommended Reading for the New Bible Student to Get to Know the Bible: 

 

 The Gospel of John; the 1
st
 letter of John; then Romans, Ephesians, Luke, and 

Colossians; the Psalms, Proverbs, and Genesis; then the prophecies of Daniel and 

Revelation.  Also, topical studies of the Bible, such as these you are now reading.  

 

 Prayer is the better part of study.  Before you open your Bible always sincerely look to 

God in prayer, asking for and depending upon Him to help you understand what you 

are going to read. Claim His promises:  

 

 James 1:5 __________________________________________________________ 

 

 Psalms 147:5 _______________________________________________________ 

  Then, as you read carefully verse by verse and chapter by chapter ask these 

questions and try to discover their answers:  

 

  1. What does this verse or chapter tell me about Jesus Christ?  

  2. Who are the main characters being talked about or are talking?  

  3. Is there any promise from God to me? Mark it. (i.e. Colossians 3:4;    

Philippians 1:6)  

  4. Does God point out any errors for me to avoid?  

  5. Is this verse or chapter similar in message to any other I have read 

elsewhere? (i.e., compare Ephesians chapters 5 & 6 with Colossians 

chapters 3 & 4)  

  6. What is God saying to me personally here?  

  7. What is the main point of this section?  

  8. Does this verse talk about cause and effect in the Christian life?  

  9. Are there any comparisons or contrasts made between chapters or sections? 

(Notice in Romans 1:1-17, where the obvious contrast or comparison that 

Paul stresses is the righteousness of God, and in Romans 1:18-32 the 

unrighteousness of man.)  

  10. Are there any lists of things in the chapter? If so, are the things listed in any 

particular order or sequence? (i.e., 2 Peter 1:5-8 and Ephesians 6:14-18.)  

  11. Write in the margin of your Bible whether the content of the verse or 

section of verse you are studying is:  
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   Gospel - what God has done for us in Christ (i.e., Colossians1:12-14, 

and Romans 5:8-1l).  

 

   Law - what we should be doing for God’s honor (i.e., Exodus 20:3-17, 

and Ephesians 4:25).  

 

   Fruit - the results to expect as the Holy Spirit of God works in our 

lives (i.e., 1 Thessalonians 3:12,13, and Hebrews 13:20,21).  

 

    Fact - solid, unquestionable truths or principles about God, man, the 

Christian life, sin, etc. (i.e., Romans 7:12, and Timothy 2:13). 

 

    Definition - of a word, principle or phase (i.e., 1 John 3:4, and Romans 

6:23).  

 

   History - the record of historical events (i.e., Romans 11:3,4, and 

Psalms 105:19-23).  

 

   Illustration - a story, parable, or example given. (i.e., Romans 7:2,3, 

and Luke 19:12-20).  

 

  12. Look for the love and care of God, His virtues and power.  Make Him the 

Center of your search. Seek for communication with Him in His Word.  


