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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

 John 15:8  __________________________________________________________ 

  

 John 12:24,25 _______________________________________________________ 

 

 John 3:14,15 ________________________________________________________  

  Jesus loved us and wanted us to be sons and daughters of God.  He craved for 

us the life He had. But it could not be if He would not die.  But in dying, His 

life was given up for us. Eternal life, His life, becomes ours.  As we behold 

Jesus’ great love and sacrifice of self, that we might have His life, we sense 

that only His experience, life, works and death are great enough to save us 

from the pit of sin in which we are trapped.  

 

  Turning away from past faith in what self can do to reform and change our way 

of living that we might thus be worthy of God’s favor, we throw our helpless, 

evil selves at His feet and by belief and reliance upon Him alone take hold of 

Him as our very own Savior. He captures our hearts and we are drawn into 

discipleship to Him. We give ourselves to follow Him because we love Him; to 

follow Him in His death, His life, His sacrifice for others (John 13:15-17; 

Matthew 10:24).  

 

 Romans 6:17,18,22,7 _________________________________________________  

   The law of the cross is the law of spiritual life that deals with a person being 

able to bear fruit for God; or, in other words, to be able to live daily the kind of 

life that honors God and attracts other people to consider the Good News about 

their Savior. The type of fruit we are talking about is the fruit of righteousness 

(Philippians 1:11); of goodness and truth, proving what is acceptable to the 

Lord (Ephesians 5:9); of good works (Colossians 1:10); the life of love, joy, 

peace, patience, gentleness, faithfulness, humility, and self-control (Galatians 

5:22,23).  

 

  But it is not natural for a man to live this kind of life. In fact, it is impossible. 

The only way this fruit can be produced in our lives is through our death to self 

with Christ and being born again through the Holy Spirit to a new life in Christ 

(2 Corinthians 5:17). That is the law of the cross: Life and fruitfulness come 

only out of death - Christ’s death for us and our death to self for Him 

(Galatians 2:20).  

 

 Jeremiah 31:3   ______________________________________________________  

    (John 12:32)  

  God’s only drawing power is love; displays of His Love for us.  Not force,   

not condemnation, not bribery, but LOVE.  Love and self are opposites. By the 

sacrifice of one you reveal the other. When man sees God’s self- 
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  sacrificing love displayed in Jesus on the cross, he is drawn to God by that  

revelation of love for him.  

 

  So it is when people see a Christian loving them by sacrificing self-interests. 

They are drawn almost irresistibly to that Christian and Christ whom he 

worships. Thus, by other Christians' daily dying to self and daily living for 

Christ, new believers are drawn to Christ. The wheat planted in the furrow of 

the world’s need, dies itself, but out of its death comes life for hundreds and 

thousands of other kernels.  

 

Counterfeit Christians:  

 

 Matthew 7:21-23 ____________________________________________________  

    (2 Timothy 3:1-5; 1 Corinthians 1:18)  

  We are warned that in the last days there would be many people making a great 

profession of faith in Jesus and having power to work miracles and do many 

amazing things. But they would be denying the power of God to keep them 

from living in sin and “working iniquity’. Theirs is a life of rejecting the law of 

the cross. They live for self while pretending to live for Christ. They live in 

excused disobedience to God’s holy Law and His will for them (Romans 7:12; 

and 2:18); and yet they think that God is with them. Such are false disciples, 

captives of the one who has always been against Christ and His cross; the 

Antichrist, Satan. And the miracles they do are by his power (2 Corinthians 

11:13-15; Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10).  

 

  Unless we constantly submit self to death in accordance with the principle of 

the cross, and look unto Jesus with a dependent heart, we cannot bear the fruit 

of true obedience and righteousness in our lives. We will not be able to do the 

will of God acceptably.  

 

Illustration and Application of the Law of the Cross:  

 

 Galatians 2:20 _______________________________________________________  

    (Galatians 5:24-26)  

 

 Everyday Situations: 

 

  Colossians 3:5,8-10  ____________________________________________ 

    (Ephesians 4:22-32 and chapters 5 and 6; Philippians 2:3,4)  

 

  Matthew 18:1-4  _______________________________________________  

    (Matthew 5:38-44; 1 Timothy 6:6-12, and verses 17-19)  
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 How to handle Resistance and Persecution: 

 

  2 Timothy 3:11-14 _____________________________________________  

    (Matthew 5:10-12; Luke 14:25-27,33)  

 

  2 Corinthians 4:1,2,5-12, 16,17  ___________________________________  

  

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 Strife, Problems, Trials?  

 

  1 Peter 1:3-9 __________________________________________________ 

    (Romans 5:3-5)  

 

 Support One Another: 

 

  Romans 15:1-3 ________________________________________________  

    (Galatians 6:1,2)  

 

  Hebrews 12:10-15 _____________________________________________  

    (1 Thessalonians 5:14,15)  

   Every new problem, frustration, or disagreement presents a new 

opportunity to us for the crucifixion of self and new dependence upon 

Jesus. He alone can save us and keep us from sin in the middle of evil 

circumstances. It is He alone who can work out all things for our good 

(Romans 8:28).  

 

  1 Peter 4:1,2  __________________________________________________  

    (Romans 8:12-18) 

   Jesus has won acceptance and life for us with God by His own self-

denial, by crucifying His own ideas, will, and ways, and by His own 

living for God a perfect life. He did it all for us. Not by trust in our 

sacrifice for Him, but only by trust in His sacrifice for us are we saved. 

Living by the law of the cross is not something we do to get salvation. 

But it is what we do that others may find salvation. We do it only for 

love to Jesus. It is no credit to us (Luke 17:9,10).  

 

 As we appreciate the gift of His life to us, we then respond by striving to live in a 

similar self-sacrificing way so that others may see Jesus in us and be drawn to Him.  

Living by the law of the cross is always and only a result of looking continually unto 

Jesus.  He is the promise of our salvation; The LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

 


