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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

 Day by day life is a battle between what we know to be right, good and true, what we 

want to do and what we may actually end up doing instead because of the presence of 

sin; things that destroy or pull us away from life with our Savior. We must find out 

how to live free, how to stay on the winning side and how to wage effective warfare 

daily against sin and self.  

 

 Romans 1:16 ________________________________________________________ 

 

 1 Corinthians 1:18  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 1 Corinthians 1:23,24 _________________________________________________ 

  God’s power to save us from daily sin resides with the Good News about what 

Jesus has done for us. It’s believing and trusting God’s good Word about the 

cross and Christ crucified that continually works our deliverance from sin.  

 

 Galatians 6:14 _______________________________________________________ 

  (1 Corinthians 2:2)  

  At the cross Jesus gained a victory over sin that we share in. His being 

crucified and slain meant that we, with all our sin, selfishness and evil 

tendencies, were crucified and put to death in Him (2 Corinthians 5:14; 

Romans 6:6,7). His was, and is, a signal triumph over all sin for us. His cross 

means our victory. Clinging to Christ crucified for us, we shall be able to live a 

life honorable to Him.  

 

The Mind of Satan  

 

 Matthew 16:13-17 and verses 21-25  _____________________________________ 

    (Proverbs 14:12)  

  Jesus had just revealed that He was the Christ, the Savior of the world. But 

Peter’s attitude was that of Satan and of sinful human nature. Peter cherished 

dazzling visions of what his exalted place would be in the kingdom that he 

thought Jesus was about to set up. It was all for Peter; for big, bloated self. 

Christ’s announcing His death instead of His kingdom punctured Peter’s 

dreams of self-glory and brought out of him an immediate protest.  

 

 Isaiah 14:12-14 ______________________________________________________  

  The mind of Satan is that of self-love, self-dependence, self- comfort, self-

concern and power, self-preservation and satisfaction. It’s living for 'me' like 

Peter, petting and catering to my wants, my plans, my ideas, and my 

advancement. It's rationalizing, justifying, and vindicating our selfish attitudes 

and actions. Everything done to get reward, praise, power and honor; and, all 

that is done because of fear of punishment or fear of personal loss, is prompted 

by our sinful nature reflecting the attitude of Satan. Whatever we can plan and 
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do apart from God’s will is from self and eventually will come to nothing. 

Love and devotion to self is the source of all sin, failure, misery and strife.  

 

  If we are ever to have peace and happiness here and a place with God in 

eternity, self and Satan’s power in our lives must be broken. To get rid of self, 

you can’t suppress it or ignore it. It must be crucified and killed. If it is left 

alive, it will control and dominate. So, before the Kingdom and the crown must 

come the cross. The cross is God’s omnipotent weapon against self.  

 

The Mind of Christ: 

 

 Matthew 26:39 ______________________________________________________ 

    (John 5:30)  

 

 Psalms 40:7,8 _______________________________________________________ 

    (Hebrews 10:8,9)  

 

 Philippians 2:5-9  ____________________________________________________ 

    (John 3:30) 

  The mind of Jesus is that attitude of self-sacrificing love for the wellbeing and 

salvation of others regardless of the cost or loss to Himself.  But in order for 

such love to be revealed, Jesus had to reject the attitude of human nature to 

shun sacrifice and to live for self.  Love and self are completely incompatible. 

They are opposites; one must die to make room for the other to live.  So Jesus 

voluntarily denied life to His human desires; crucifying His own will and ways 

to live only for God’s will.  

 

Victory Through the Cross:  

 

 Romans 8:6-8 _______________________________________________________ 

    (Galatians 5:17; Romans 6:11,12, and verses 18-22) 

  In order that we may be channels for God to bless the world with His love, 

truth and righteousness, our self, our ego and our pride that we have lived for 

must die. The cross is the only way to peace between the evil our self always 

craves to do and the wonderful life of purity, obedience and blessing God has 

for us. The cross is the only way that we can become useful to God.  

 

 Luke 9:23,24 ________________________________________________________ 

    (Matthew 16:24,25)  

  If you would follow Jesus in His life you must follow Him in His death - you 

have your cross. He initially dealt the deathblow to our sinful self on the cross. 

But every day, every moment, in every new or old situation, we must continue 

to personally apply the principle of His cross to ourselves. “I” must die that He 

may live and be revealed in me. Continuing to focus our faith on Him crucified 

for us is our way that we can say, "Thank you Lord, for living and dying for 

me." And it is His way for us to get the most out of living.  


