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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

  The second Coming of Jesus will be a time of great gladness for God's people, but a 

time of terrible fear and foreboding for those who have rejected their Creator and 

Savior.  Obviously, it will not be a secret event – no part of it, in any way.  Instead, as 

we saw in our last study, it will be a world-wide, visible to all, earth-shaking climax 

with lightning, thunder, hail, falling cities, disappearing mountains and islands, clouds, 

the "roaring" of the voice of God (Psalms 50:3), His blasting trumpet, the dazzling 

brightness of hundreds of thousands of angels, a great earthquake, thousands and 

thousands of graves splitting open with the shouts of the triumphant saints (1 

Corinthians 15:55; Isaiah 25:8,9), and the mourning and wailing of the lost 

(Revelation 1:7; 6:16,17; Matthew 24:30 and 51). 

 

However, There are some Problem Texts: 
 

 A few passages of Scripture may possibly be construed to teach a secret coming and 

invisible rapturing away of faithful believers if one is unaware of the true meaning of 

the texts.  It must be pointed out that God does not contradict Himself in His Holy 

Word.  The only time Jesus used the word "secret," was when He was warning His 

followers against anyone would say or imply that His coming would be secret 

(Matthew 24:23-26). 

 

 Matthew 24:36-41  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Matthew 24:42-44  ___________________________________________________ 

  Notice the context in which Jesus is emphasizing the unexpectedness of His 

Coming.  He compares it to the unexpectedness of Noah's flood (verse 39).  

The flood took them (the wicked) all away. 

 

 Matthew 24:40-41  ___________________________________________________ 

  The question to ask here is: Who is taken? Where? And by what?  Those taken 

in Noah's day were the wicked who were taken away by destruction.  Noah and 

his family were the only ones left. 

 

 Matthew 13:39-43,49 _________________________________________________ 

    (Matthew 22:1-13) 

 

 Luke 17:26-31  ______________________________________________________ 

  Notice in verses 26-31 Jesus is again emphasizing how unexpected His second 

coming will be to most people.  They will be trying to carry on the normal 

routine of life right up to His return. 

 

 Luke 17:34-36  ______________________________________________________ 
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  Now notice verse 37, also.  The disciples asked Jesus, "Where, Lord?"  Where 

what?  Where taken or where left?  The only way we know is according to the 

answer of Jesus.  He answers with a dire prediction about eagles and vultures 

feeding on a body.  We know it is not the righteous who will be delivered to 

death at that time.  Obviously he is talking about the wicked being taken away 

by death and destruction (see also Revelation19:17,18; Isaiah 13:9-13).  "The 

other left" are the ones not destroyed with the "brightness of His coming" (2 

Thessalonians 2:8). 

 

God's Remnant – the Ones Left: 
 

 Matthew 13:40-42  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 Matthew 13:47-50  ___________________________________________________ 

    (Isaiah 24:3-6; 4:2-4) 

 

 Revelation 6:14-17 ___________________________________________________ 

  Revelation 7:3,9,and 14 answers the question of Revelation 6:17 that it is those 

who are sealed for eternity who will be able to stand at the time of Christ's 

second coming. 

 

During the Great Tribulation: 
 

 Many have the idea that the saints will be delivered by being raptured away before the 

great tribulation, so they will not have to go through it.  But notice what the Bible 

actually says. 

 

 Revelation 7:14  _____________________________________________________ 

    (Daniel 12:1,2) 

  At the time of trouble and tribulation, God's remnant will be delivered and the 

resurrection of the righteous will take place. 

 

 Acts 14:22  _________________________________________________________ 

    (Revelation 16:15) 

  In the very depths of the final destruction of this earth by God's seven last 

plagues (Revelation chapter 16), Jesus returns suddenly and unexpected by the 

wicked.  This statement appears to His believers to give them courage and to 

fortify them during this time. 

 

 Isaiah 26:20,21 ______________________________________________________  

    (Zephaniah 2:3; Jeremiah 30:7; Psalms 91:7-11) 

  Notice how God's protection is promised to His faithful believers during this 

time. 

 

 Revelation 3:10,11 ___________________________________________________ 
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  The context is the second coming of Jesus.  Our Lord makes a parallel between 

the way that His people have kept or held fast to the word of His patience and 

the He will keep and hold fast to them in the hour of temptation.  In the 

original Greek the words "will keep . . . from" have the force of "will guard . . . 

in the midst of . . . "  The wonderful saving, keeping power of Christ will be 

seen at this time of earth's history as at no other time. 

 

What about a Second Chance for Those Who Miss It? 
 

 Luke 13:25-27  ______________________________________________________ 

    (Matthew 25:10; Jeremiah 8:20) 

 

Saints and Angels: 

 

 1 Thessalonians 3:13  _________________________________________________ 

  Some would say that "with all His saints" indicates that at some previous time 

Jesus came to earth and raptured His people away.  But in the original Greek, 

the word "saints" means "holy ones," and is used for both angels as well as 

people. 

 

 Matthew 16:27  ______________________________________________________ 

    (Matthew 25:31; Luke 9:26; Jude 14; Deuteronomy 33:2) 

  When our Lord returns in the clouds of glory, it is with the glory of the Father, 

His own glory, and the glory of all the angels of heaven.  The wicked are 

destroyed with the "brightness" of this coming.  Those who are left, the living 

and resurrected faithful followers of Jesus, are then caught up to meet the Lord 

in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17). 


