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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

 Definition:  

 Titus 2:11-14 _______________________________________________________  

  Sanctification is the progressive change for good that goes on in a Christian’s 

life. This change is dependent upon our continued union with Christ, through 

God’s Word, faith, and personal action. It is the effect that the deepening 

knowledge of grace in Christ has on us.  It causes us to love Him and strive to 

obey Him, to do good works and to develop the life-qualities of Jesus. In 

Scripture it is described as:  

 

  1 Timothy 6:11  “follow after righteousness”     

  Romans 6:4  “walking in newness of life”   

  Romans 12:2   “being transformed”  

  2 Corinthians 7:1 “perfecting holiness”   

  Ephesians 4:15 “growing up into Christ”   

  Philippians 3,12-15 “pressing toward the mark”   

  Colossians 2:7  “being built up in Christ”  

  Colossians 4:12 “becoming complete in all the will of God”   

  1 Timothy 6;11:12 “fighting the good fight of faith”  

   2 Peter 1:4   “partaking of the divine nature”  

  2 Peter 3:18  “growing in grace”   

 

Two Sides:  

 

 Romans 6:18,22  _____________________________________________________ 

    (Hebrews 9:14)  

  Sanctification involves two sides:  

  1) being freed from the penalty and controlling grip of sin (or disobedience), 

and then with this new freedom,  

  2) devoting ourselves to a positive life of obedience to God.  

 

 Romans 6:10-13 _____________________________________________________ 

  Freedom comes as we consider and believe the work of Christ in conquering 

all sin for us. The victory has already been won and we are free to live in union 

with Christ above the fear of sin’s penalty and above its controlling power. 

  

 1 Peter 2:24 _________________________________________________________ 

  Therefore, we must apply this freedom and victory to every evil habit and sin 

in our lives and claim Christ’s victory for ourselves. So, we can go to God and 

through prayer and the inspiration from His Word gain power to live free from 

sin according to His victory - live as free kings and queens rather than as the 

slaves of sin we used to be. 
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Why It Is Needed:  

 

 Hebrews 12:14-16 ___________________________________________________ 

    (2 Thessalonians 2:13,14)  

  Sanctification is not something we can take or leave and yet still have 

salvation. It is a part of what we receive when we are justified before God. 

Justification is our title to two things; the legal right to go to Heaven and the 

legal right to a new life in union with God here and now as a preparation for 

that heavenly life. To not pursue this new life of sanctification is to deny our 

Justification - to say that we really do not believe in Christ’s victory over sin 

for us. If you have true faith in Christ for justification it will bring a desire to 

work for God, a love for Him which you must learn how to express in positive 

action toward Him, yourself and others (Galatians 5:6).  

 

 Matthew 5:16 _______________________________________________________ 

    (James 1:18-25; 1 John 3:7)  

  We have many things in our characters (our habits, thoughts and feelings) that 

are incompatible with Heaven. These things, unless changed in this life, will 

deform us in body and mind and will destroy our faith in Christ so that we 

could not enjoy the society of Heaven if we got there.  So we are challenged to 

live in daily connection with God and to be active in good works, doing the 

Word of God. We must develop all our powers toward peak efficiency and 

perfection: physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually. And, through the 

prompting and enabling of the Holy Spirit, we must put away all that is sinful, 

unhealthful, permissive, or that does not reflect the character of Christ.  Such 

changes take time and are progressive as long as life goes on.  They are not the 

result of sudden impulse, desire or activity, but comes with steady, consistent 

communion with God through His holy Word and prayer.  

 

 John 15:4-11 ________________________________________________________ 

 

Lessons from Communion:  

 

 1 Corinthians 2:9-12 __________________________________________________ 

    (Romans 8:32)  

  As we dwell and live in His Word, the Holy Spirit will continually be showing 

us more and more of the glories of Christ as our Savior and of the things that 

God has so freely given us in Him.  

 

 Romans 5:3-5  ______________________________________________________  

    (Ezekiel 16:62,63; and 36:25-32)  

  Then too, the Holy Spirit teaches us through the Word, as well as the trials and 

problems of daily experience.  In this way, we learn more about our own 

human weaknesses and sinfulness.  He does this for a purpose: that we may 

gain an increasing awareness of our need for dependence upon Christ in all 

things. 
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What about Perfection?  

 

 Matthew 5:43-48  ____________________________________________________  

    (Hebrews 13:20,21)  

 

 Luke 17:10  _________________________________________________________ 

    (Philippians 3:12-14; 1 John 1:8)  

  We are called to perfection of character and action by God. Yet this does not 

eliminate our imperfection of nature. Sanctification does not change our sinful 

nature (Galatians 5:16-25). We do not become sinless in this respect. Our 

works in sanctification are pleasing to God and an honor to Him. But we can 

never count on what we do to make us worthy of God’s blessing. Because our 

sinful nature is always with us, our best works are stained by sin. We are only 

worthy of God’s acceptance and blessing through the constant mediation of 

Christ’s perfection and His own forgiveness. Through Christ’s righteousness 

we are acceptable to God and our works in sanctification are pleasing to Him.  

So we can never trust to our own works for any merit with God.  Even the 

ideas, strength and ability to do is first given to us by God.  

 

 1 Corinthians 15:52,53 ________________________________________________ 

  (Philippians 3:20,21; 1 Corinthians 53:51-54)  

  Though it is no longer to be in control, our sinful tendencies remain with us 

until the second coming of Jesus Christ.  Then, He Who has come once before 

to save us from sin’s penalty and to deliver us from its power, will come again 

to remove us from its presence forever. Then it is that our natures will be 

changed and purified of all sin.  

 

 James 4:6-8  ________________________________________________________ 

    (Jude 24) 

  While we have rest and security in Christ, at the same time, because of our 

sinful nature, we cannot relax for moment our vigilance against sin. Many tines 

God will use our sinful nature to advantage in this life.  If we get to living apart 

from Him in His Word and start depending upon ourselves, He allows our 

sinful tendencies to revive their control to make us begin sinning openly again.  

Such fall or two shocks us out of our self-dependence and chases us back into 

safety in union with our Savior (2 Thessalonians 3:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-24)  

 


