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 Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 Romans 3:31 ________________________________________________________ 

  (1 Corinthians 7:19; 1 John 5:3)  

 

 Luke 1:74,75  _______________________________________________________ 

  (Psalms 116:16,17)  

  Because God has freed us from sin’s slavery and given us all salvation in 

Christ, we become His loving, devoted servants; we serve Him, work hard for 

Him, push ourselves for Him because we are grateful for all that He has done 

for us (Ephesians 6.6,7; Galatians 5:6). Such love and its accompanying 

service is the fruit of true faith in God for salvation. It is by such a faith as this 

that God’s Law is upheld and honored in a believer’s life (James 2:20-26). If 

there are no works or service of this kind, it betrays no true faith or 

appreciation for what God has done. 

 

 Romans 7:6,25 ______________________________________________________ 

  (1 Peter 2:24; Romans 6:17,18,22)  

  When we are under sin’s control we are held in bondage and under the 

condemnation of God’s Law.  The harder we struggle to do right the more we 

sin and are condemned.  We try to serve God because we’re afraid of what will 

happen if we don’t. So we work to earn His favor. But all such works, good or 

not, are under a curse (Galatians 3:10,11). God cannot accept such service. It 

has entirely the wrong motive (Galatians 3:13). But now, through Christ, on 

the cross, God has slain and buried our old sin nature, destroying its control, 

and releasing us from the condemnation of the Law. God has forgiven and 

justified us and in Jesus accounted us as perfectly obedient servants. Now what 

is our desire? Out of sheer gratitude we strive to be what He has accounted us 

in Christ. We do our best to obey His commands by a faith that now works by 

love (Galatians 5:6; Romans 3:31).  

 

 Colossians 1:9-11 ____________________________________________________  

 

Christ as Our Example:  

 

 1 John 2:6 __________________________________________________________  

    (1 Peter 2:21)  

 

 John 13:15,16 _______________________________________________________ 

    (Matthew 16:24)  

 NOTE: We are never accepted by God for following Jesus’ example. That is 

the same as saying that we are made righteous and acceptable by keeping His 

Law.  (Jesus’ life and example was the Law perfectly lived out.) Acceptance 

with God can only be found in trusting to what Jesus has already done for us in 

our place 2000 years ago. God must first be accepting our persons before He 
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can accept our works. Following Christ as our Example in service is pleasing 

to God only if we are first and continuously depending upon Jesus’ works and 

merits of righteousness for our salvation.  

 

 Ecclesiastes 7:20  ____________________________________________________ 

  (Romans 9:16; Ecclesiastes 1:14; Galatians 2:16)  

  Our best works will always be imperfect and full of mistakes because of the 

presence of sin. We must copy the Example of the life of Christ but we will 

never equal it. This is why God gave us Jesus; not first as an example but first 

as our Perfection and our Righteousness. Constantly He must cover with His 

perfect merits even our best attempts to show our love for God.  Thus our 

unacceptable efforts at obedience are made acceptable and pleasing to God 

(Psalms 147:11; 149:4,5).  

 

The Challenge of Love:  

 

 Titus 3:8,14  ________________________________________________________  

 

 Psalms 37:3 ________________________________________________________ 

  (Psalms 90:17; 1 Timothy 6:18)  

 

The Set of Our Hearts:  

 

 Psalms 119:32,112 ___________________________________________________ 

 

 Colossians 1:29  _____________________________________________________ 

  (2 Corinthians 9:8; 1 Corinthians 15:10)  

 

But Not for Salvation Rather, Because of It:  

 

 Luke 17:10 _________________________________________________________  

    (Ephesians 2:9)  

 

 Philippians 3:3,7-9 ___________________________________________________ 

 

 Psalms 44:4-8  ______________________________________________________ 

 

 Hebrew 13:20,21 ____________________________________________________ 

 


