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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

  

 2 Timothy 2:15 ______________________________________________________  

  In any serious study of God’s Word it is necessary to keep in mind its various 

divisions and themes. Without keeping this in mind a person can fall prey to 

twisted or distorted ideas of Bible truth. So let’s overview the different 

properties and uses of God’s Word.  

 

Divisions of the Word:  
 

 Ephesians 6:17 ______________________________________________________  

    (Revelation 1:13,16)  

 

 Hebrews 4:12  _______________________________________________________  

  God’s Word, like a sharp double-edged sword, has two cutting edges with 

which God does His saving work for man. These two edges symbolize the two 

major divisions of the Word: Law and Gospel.  

 

 Law:  is whatever commands us to do or not to do something; such as the Ten 

Commandments, Jesus’ sermon on the mount, or general instructions.  

 

 Gospel: is whatever tells us about what God has done in our behalf, especially in the 

person and life experiences of Jesus Christ. Gospel doesn’t command to do anything, 

except to listen, believe and accept as fact what we hear that God has done. Gospel is 

not first about us or about anything that God does in us. Specifically, it is “concerning 

His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord” (Romans 1:1,3). "How that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third 

day. . ." (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). (see other Scripture examples: Romans 5:21-26; 3:6-

11; Ephesians 1:2-7; 2:4-9; Colossians 1:12-23.) Gospel then acquaints us with God, 

His attitudes about us, His plans and works for our benefit and salvation.  

 

 1 Timothy 1:8-11 ____________________________________________________  

  There is also a correct and profitable way to use Law and Gospel as well as an 

incorrect, destructive way to use it. Please take careful note of the proper uses 

of Law and Gospel in the Word. Most Law in Scripture can be used three 

ways: as a civil code, a standard of salvation, or as a success pattern for 

Christian living. When we are reading Law in Scripture it is most helpful to 

determine what use the Bible writer is making of it in the context.  

 

The First Use of Law-  is as a code of conduct to govern groups and societies both religious 

and non-religious (Exodus chapters 21-23:7; Romans 13:1-3,7; 1 Peter 2:13-

17).  This use of law is concerned with maintaining peace in a group situation, 

keeping order, protecting society, and insuring the best environment for 

positive human achievement, progress and success. The last six of the Ten 
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Commandments have been used this way in earthly governments for thousands 

of years.  

 

The Second Use of Law- is a standard of salvation or acceptance with God. Much of the time 

the Ten Commandments are used this way by Bible writers (Ecclesiastes 

12:13,14; Romans 2:13; 3:19,20; 1 John 3:4,5). When God’s Law is upheld as 

a picture of God’s perfection and is seen to be what is expected of man to be in 

harmony with God, we become aware of our imperfection, rebellion, sin and 

constant failure to reach that high standard in our own experience. The harder 

we try to meet it in our own lives and conduct the more we realize that we are 

a total failure, Eternal death is threatened as the penalty for violating the 

smallest aspect of God’s Laws (1 John 3:4; Romans 6:23). We are doomed by 

our disobedience.  

 

 Galatians 3:22-25 ____________________________________________________ 

  In this second use of the Law, the Laws of God are authorized to show us our 

sinfulness and how condemned we are without mercy until we recognize that 

we are lost in ourselves and we cry out that we need help - we need a Savior to 

meet the standard for us, to do for us what we can never do for ourselves. We 

now feel the need of the gospel.  

 

The Gospel of Our Salvation: 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:18,19 _________________________________________________ 

    (Galatians 3:13,14; Ephesians 2:12,13) 

  It really is Good News to hear that Jesus Christ, as a Representative and 

Substitute for us has taken our place under the demands of the Law and kept 

the whole Law in every respect perfectly for us. His obedience and death in our 

behalf have released us from condemnation and obtained all the forgiveness 

and gifts of God for us. His life of righteousness is provided to cover our 

unrighteousness; His death satisfies the penalty for all our sins and breaks the 

power of sin over our daily lives; His resurrection is the proof of God’s 

acceptance of us into His favor (Romans 4:25).  

 

Our Response: 

 

 Romans 2:4 _________________________________________________________  

    (Acts 5:30,31; 3:19; 2:38; 13:38,39; 16:30,31; 20:20,21)  

  As we hear the Law and the Gospel, repentance and faith are given to us by 

God. We choose whether to exercise these gifts. As we choose to start hating 

sin and believing and trusting Jesus, God fully justifies us or counts us 

innocent, righteous and perfect, clothing us in the merits of Jesus’ life. On this 

basis He guarantees us eternal life, He also gives us His Holy Spirit to lead us 

to a fuller knowledge of Jesus and an obedient life motivated by love for God.  
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The Third Use of Law - is as a guideline for the believer in expressing his love and gratitude 

to God. It thus forms a pattern from which to build a successful Christian life. 

 

 John 14:15 _________________________________________________________ 

   (Galatians 5:6; Philippians 2:12-15; Titus 3:7,8,14; James 1:25; James 

2:26; 1 John 2:3-6; 5:3; Romans 12:1,2; Ephesians 4:1,2; 5:1-4; 

Colossians 3:1-17, etc.)  

  The third use of law is for sanctification or instruction in holy living for this 

life. And it has rewards in this life and in the life to come. It includes the Ten 

Commandments, the example of Jesus, and the general instructions of the 

whole Word of God. 

  

  Following God’s Laws as a pattern for our lives is possible only through the 

fruit of genuine faith, repentance and love. What we do under the third use of 

law is never counted for our salvation or justification because it is never 

perfect enough because we are never sinless. Therefore we can never trust in 

our obedience for our acceptance with God. Jesus has already done that for us 

in the Gospel events.  

 

  However, our obedience in Christian sanctification is never optional either. It 

is a privileged duty in the light of the great salvation God has given us. It is 

effective and necessary for our continued growth in the things of God and the 

full development of all our faculties for Him. By God’s grace and power in 

Christ we must daily pursue it with all diligence.  

 

  So, we see that the Laws of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ form a divine 

blueprint for the salvation and betterment of man,  

 

 Romans 7:12 ________________________________________________________ 

 

 Psalms 119:129-136 __________________________________________________ 

  

 Galatians 2:16-18 ____________________________________________________ 


