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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

Law and Sin:  

 

 1 John 3:4 __________________________________________________________ 

   Sin is Lawlessness: or as the King James Version of the Bible translates it, "the 

transgression of the Law." 

 

  Romans 3:20 ________________________________________________________ 

    (Romans 4:15) 

  Notice the thought here, no law means there is no sin held against you. If we 

have no sin, then we have no need of a Savior (Matthew 1:21). The purpose of 

law is to define sin and point it out. (Romans 7:7,8)  

 

 Ecclesiastes 12:13,14 _________________________________________________ 

    (James 2:10-12)  

 

 1 Corinthians 7:19  ___________________________________________________ 

    (Galatians 5:6; and 6:15) 

   We see from the Bible that God’s Laws are very important in His plans for 

man. He gave us law to show us exactly what sin is. At the same time law 

reveals to us what love, truth, and right really are. God’s Law is His yardstick 

for measuring excellence or failure; right and wrong, genuine faith or a 

counterfeit faith. We are  judged to be in harmony or out of harmony with His 

Kingdom by how our lives measure up to His perfect Standard, His Law.  As 

we are born again by His Spirit and His Word, we become a new person, 

willing to abide by the Laws of His kingdom. 

 

The Nature of God and His Law Are the Same: 

 

 God     is   His Law 

1 John 4:6 Love Romans 13:10; 1 John 5:3 

Matthew 5:48 Perfect Psalms 19:7 

Psalms 145:17 Righteous Deuteronomy 4:8; Psalms 119:172 

Leviticus 19:2 Holy Romans 7:12 

Deuteronomy 32:4 Just Romans 7:12 

1 Corinthians 10:4 Spiritual Romans 7:14 

Deuteronomy 7:9 Faithful Psalms 119:86 

Matthew 19:17 Good Romans 7:12 

1 John 5:20 Life John 12:50; Romans 7:10 

1 John 1:5 Light Proverbs 6:23 

Colossians 2:3 Wisdom Psalms 119:97-99, and verse 104 

John 14:7, 27 Peace Psalms 119:165 

1 John 3:3 Pure Psalms 19:8 

Psalms 90:2 Everlasting Psalms 111:7, 8 
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As we can see from the table above, God's Law is the picture of his own character  

and by this He judges man. 

Therefore, if a man is found to be out of harmony with God’s Law 

then he is judged unable to live with Him in His kingdom (Amos 3:3). 

He is at odds with his Creator. 

 

Man’s Predicament:  

 

 Romans 3:10,12,19,23  ________________________________________________  

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

  Everybody is out of harmony with God’s Character because of sin. Sin’s 

presence degrades a man’s nature so that he cannot perfectly love God or obey 

His Law as is required (Jeremiah 13:23; Romans 7:18-23). Man can, and must, 

do his best.  But, it all turns out to be far from the needed perfection. 

 

God’s Law requires perfect obedience and freedom from sin in order for us to 

escape condemnation and the death penalty (Ecclesiastes 12:13; 1 John 5:3; 

Galatians 3:10; Deuteronomy 11:26-28); then, it also demands the death 

penalty for any sin or breaking of it (1 John 3:4; Romans 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; 

Jeremiah 31:30).  

 

So our need is, 1) perfect obedience for all past, present, and future time, and 

2) a perfect death for having broken the God' Holy Law.  

 

  But because of sin’s presence a human being can give the Law neither of these. 

To die for our past sins would mean eternal death - no life at all for us. And 

because our very nature is sinful, all that we are and all that we do is 

contaminated (Job 15:14-16; 14:4). So the Law requires it, but of ourselves we 

can never give it. These are two things that a man cannot do for himself.  

 

God’s Solution:  

 

 Moved by love, mercy and justice, God sent Jesus to become our Substitute.  Christ 

came to do what we could not do and then give us credit for it as if we had done it all. 

He not only perfectly obeyed for a whole lifetime for us every commandment of 

God’s holy Law, but He also died for our sins the eternal death we deserve to die.  

 

 So as far as justice is concerned, in Jesus the whole human race has already given 

perfect obedience to all of God’s Commandments (Romans 5:19), and has already 

died (2 Corinthians 5:14). What good news!  He took our place and did what we could 

not do for ourselves!   

 

 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 4:3,5  _______________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 
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  As we too believe this announcement and trust Him for it, God credits all of it 

to our record in Heaven - all of Jesus’ obedience and life in the place of our 

sins.  

 

 1 John 3:4-6 ________________________________________________________ 

  As we believe the good Word about Jesus we are united to Him and He can 

keep us from being disobedient to His Holy Law. Remaining in Him means 

resting upon God’s Word by faith, continuing to communicate with Him in His 

Word and in prayer.  

 

Law and Love:  

 

 1 John 5:3 __________________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

     (Acts 5:32; Hebrews 12:28; Romans 5:5)  

  When a person believes the gospel, the Holy Spirit brings the gift of love into 

his life so that he wants to serve God. Or to say it another way, because of 

what God has done for me in Jesus, guaranteeing me salvation as I rely on 

Him, I want to please my Lord and show my gratitude to Him. Out of love, and 

the power He provides, I do my best to do what He asks me. Such service is 

not perfect and could never earn salvation. But Jesus adds His perfect merits to 

my works of love and it then pleases God the way I intended to in the 

beginning. Such obedience is inspired by my growing knowledge of God and 

empowered by the presence of His Spirit.  

 

The Third Use of God’s Law : 

 

 Matthew 22:36-40; Deuteronomy 30:9-16 _________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

  The first use of the Law is as a civil code. The second use we have seen is as a 

definer of sin, showing us our need of a Savior. The third use is what the 

believer is told to make of God’s Law, not only as a guide to a prosperous life, 

but also as a protection from the snares and lethal traps of sin. As we carefully 

obey the best we can, benefit comes to us as a clear conscience and a happy 

life, and also glory, honor and vindication comes to God.  Such is the fruit of 

believing and loving God.  

 

 Philippians 2:12-15  __________________________________________________ 

 

 1 John 2:3-6 ________________________________________________________ 

  John 14:15 says, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (Original 

Greek) (see John 12:49,50; 14:10). Love leads automatically to the third use of 

God’s precious Law.  If we are not following His Commandments the very 

best we can, it is a sign to us that our love for God has grown cold. Something 
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has cut off our communication with the Lord (Matthew 24:12; Romans 3:22-

24; and 5:8,9, and 17). We need to confess our sin and unbelief, accept His free 

forgiveness and take up our position “in Christ” once again. (1 John 1:8,9; 

Mark 9:23,24; and Luke 17:5)  

 

 Revelation 15:3,4  ____________________________________________________ 

  God only is holy, righteous, and perfect.  Any of these characteristics that may 

be attributed to us in this life we have only as we are united to Him by faith in 

Jesus Christ.  We never have them apart from having Him.  If we ever could, 

then we would no longer need Him and could go on our way without God.  We 

would be back where Lucifer began.  No, He will always and only be "The 

Lord Our Righteousness." (Jeremiah 23:5,6). 

 

 Isaiah 61:10  ________________________________________________________ 

   

  _____________________________________________________________ 


