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Introduction:  Look up the Bible texts and write a summary of what you read on the lines 

provided. 

 

Another principle important for us to understand 

in the Christian life is: 

How do we become changed and able to enjoy Heaven when it comes? 
 

Qualified for Heaven: 
 

 Colossians 1:12 _____________________________________________________ 

 

 Colossians 2:9,10 ____________________________________________________ 

  We see here that God has already given us a fitness or qualification to enter 

Heaven, our inheritance. That fitness is found in Christ Who’s perfect life is 

our title or fitness for Heaven. We are complete in Him. But acceptance of this 

truth leads us to begin eliminating all things in our lives that are inconsistent 

with what we have in Jesus. A new life, victory over sin, guilt, and temptation 

become possible. These changes can only be made however, by God’s Word 

and Power as we live in daily connection with Him. (Ephesians 2:8-10).  

 

How God Works to Change Us: His Sequence.  

 

 Psalms 33:9 ________________________________________________________ 

 

 Matthew 6:10 _______________________________________________________ 

 

 Romans 4:17 ________________________________________________________ 

 

 2 Peter 1:4 __________________________________________________________ 

  God’s Word is all important. It always comes first. By it God does all things, 

even creating everything out of nothing. And that is what He has to do for us. 

We have nothing but sin, emptiness and self. But by His Word no change is 

impossible in our lives.  

 

First, God speaks. Secondly, what He has spoken happens. First, in Heaven, 

then upon Earth.  First, His promise, then we take part in the thing promised. 

God saves us from sin and prepares us to enjoy eternity by the same method.  

First, He gives us His Word about how we are in Christ. If we believe Him and 

hold on to His Words as being the truth, then He sends His power by the Holy 

Spirit to make the change and conform us to the image of Jesus Christ, His Son 

(Romans 8:29). These two elements of — His Word and then the carrying out 

of that Word — are called Justification and Sanctification.  
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Justified by Grace, by Christ and  by Faith:  

 

 Romans 3:23,24 _____________________________________________________  

    (Romans 5:9,10; 3:28; and 4:3-5) 

  You and I, by our sinful nature and disobedient lives of rebellion against God’s 

Law, are condemned to lifelong to sin and in the end the execution of the death 

penalty.  

 

  But God’s attitude (grace) is that of love, mercy, and forgiveness. By His  

  grace He would justify us, or declare us righteous, forgiven, freed from sin and 

its penalty, and give us all the treasures of His kingdom. But He could not do 

this without terrible cost to Himself. Yet He loved us that much. He had to 

come in the person of Jesus Christ, take the responsibility on Himself for all 

our sin, win the complete victory over it for us and then die for the penalty of it 

in our place. But this way, we were legally justified or acquitted and reconciled 

to God by the death of Christ.  

 

  He now comes to us with His Word that in Christ we have been reconciled to 

Him, accepted into His favor, given free forgiveness for all sin and promised 

eternal life.  

 

  As we hear this, God gives us hatred for sin (repentance Romans 2:4) and 

ability to believe (faith Ephesians 2:8) the Good News that God is on our side, 

that Jesus is our Savior from sin and that through Him we are justified from all 

things (Acts 13:38,39)  

 

  God doesn’t force this on us however, without our consent. When we hear 

about it He leaves us free to choose to believe His Word, exercise faith and 

repentance and take hold of what He has given us in Jesus. Thus His Word of 

our justification becomes effective for us individually and the grip of sin 

begins to be broken as we respond to Him.  

 

Sanctified by His Word and His Spirit:  

 

 John 17:17 _________________________________________________________ 

   (1 Corinthians 6:10,11; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians. 3:13,14;  

   Acts 2:38; Galatians 5: 22,23)  

  As we cling to God’s Word of our standing in Christ and we continue to hear 

and grow in our knowledge of Justification (2 Peter 3:18).  God sends His 

Holy Spirit to inspire and empower us to seek out and do all of God’s Word. 

He brings us new desires, new thoughts, new motives, and goals to pattern our 

lives on His Word in Christ. By His Truth, His motivation and His strength we 

are enabled to live a new kind of life more and more free from the old hang-

ups of sin, more and more free to obey and follow God’s way.  
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  This “new birth” through God’s Word and the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:23; John 

6:63; John 3:3,5-6), this changed life, is not so much of an instantaneous thing, 

but a progressive process that takes place daily as we place ourselves under the 

guidance of His Word.  His Word must have first place. Sanctification is 

impossible without constant contact with the Good News of our Justification 

by what God has done for us in Christ.  

 

  CAUTION: God forgives us, accepts us, loves us and justifies us never on the   

 basis of our experience or of what changes take place in us. It never depends on what 

the Holy Spirit does in us beforehand. It is never a case of God having to first change 

us by a new birth or the things of sanctification before He Justifies us.  Justification 

comes not because of our experience but because we believe in His Experience for us. 

The Gospel announces to us that unworthy and sinful as we are, because of His Grace, 

Christ, and our believing Him, He fully forgives us and counts us righteous, giving us 

His promise of eternal life. This fixes our faith and hopes on Him and opens up the 

way for Him to begin working within our lives. If God had to change us and make us 

worthy first before He would justify us and give His Word that we were now forgiven, 

it would completely contradict the way He does things and we would always be 

looking at ourselves for evidence that we were holy enough, always unsure that He 

had done all that was needed, This amounts to a man-centered faith in self not in 

Christ; a counterfeit faith and salvation by works that only brings more depression and 

sin.  

 

 2 Corinthians 3:17,18 _________________________________________________  

    (See also Moses' writings: Exodus 33:17; 34:9,29-35)  

  Our preparation to enjoy the society of Heaven becomes real daily as we 

continue beholding God’s glory in the Word of His grace, His works for us in 

Christ and His power.  

 


